
October 21, 2004

H.E. Ato Meles Zenawi
Chairperson, Ethiopian Peoples' Revolutionary Democratic Front
Addis Ababa

Your Excellency,

This letter is in reference to the civil society debate organized by Inter Africa Group
(lAG) and held on Sunday, September 26, 2004. Representing the NGO sector, we
participated in the debate and although the format and the level of focus on the
subject of discussion had limitations, we found the varying ideas exchanged to be

quite interesting.

The NGO sector in Ethiopia is a sector whose operation is purely based onvolunteerism, 
a self-initiation and earnest willingness to help the marginalized and

disadvantaged Ethiopians in improving their lives. Accordingly, not only do we make
contributions towards the development effort, but also mobilize funds from abroad
and design projects and programs that benefit the lowest level -grassroots. NGOs
have, in fact, been quoted to be the only organs that work at the lowest level of
development and the remotest parts of the country; and are thus, the closest to the
reality of poverty. Furthermore, the limited studies conducted on NGOs indicate that
20% and above of total aid to the country is channeled through NGOs. Considering
this figure, it is hardly possible to state that NGOs' work is negligible. Furthermore,
NGOs have been the primary actors in saving millions of lives in times of emergency
relief and this has been a contribution much recognized by the Government.


